
  



Visit us at the 2025 State Tournament 

CTOM MARKET PLACE 

Bethel Middle School Cafeteria 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

 

 SHOP 2025 CTOM Tournament Merchandise 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Forms of accepted payments include contactless credit/debit cards, mobile 

device, Venmo, or cash. 



 

 

   VIEW the CTOM Historic Pin Collection on display! 

 35 years of Connecticut OM Pins 

 

 ENTER our annual CTOM Pin Towel Raffle 

A ready collection, a towel full of OM pins from around the world,                   
winner takes all! 

Drawing after the Tournament Award Ceremony (Winner must be present!) 



 Welcome to CTOM’s 44th Annual State Finals 

Tournament! 

Today’s Events 

• Long-Term Problem Competition Sites See performance schedule 
• Spontaneous Competition Site (No audiences, 8:15 am – 1:10 pm) 
• CTOM Marketplace BMS Cafeteria, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
• Food Food truck, 11 am – 3 pm (Or until food runs out)  
• Balloon Show BMS Auditorium, 2:15 pm – 3 pm 
• Awards Ceremony BMS Auditorium, 3pm 
• Information Desk Main lobby of Bethel Middle School 
• Lost and Found Located at the Merchandise table, ask a volunteer for 

assistance 

 

Problem Captains 

We are grateful for our dedicated problem captains: 
 

Problem Problem Captain Asst. Problem Captain 

1 Josh Young Andrea Maestas 

2 Carley Heck Rudy Chiti 

3 Rachel Cunningham Katie Pelkey 

4 Amy Zinser Sherri Martin 

5 Holly Wonneberger Katerina Micklus 

Primary John Ehlinger Debi Crotty 

Spontaneous Dave Schaller Sam Heck 

Odyssey Inclusive Maureen O’Farrell TBD 



 

Long-Term Performance Schedule 

Problem 1: The OM-Mazing Race GYMNASIUM 

City Membership Div Coch Long Spon 

Ridgefield Ridgefield Library 1 Stacey Gifford 10:00 AM 11:50 AM 

Fairfield Riverfield Elementary  1 Lindsey Vayneris 10:20 AM 12:50 PM 

Greenwich North Mianus School 1 Julie Cofone 10:40 AM 1:10 PM 

Bethel RMT Johnson Ele Sch 1 Ravi Kalluri 11:20 AM 9:30 AM 

Trumbull Middlebrook Ele Sch  1 Dan Baxter 11:40 AM 9:50 AM 

New Canaan SAXE MS (Wild Cats) 1 Julia Troy 12:00 PM 10:10 AM 

Fairfield Fairfield PTAC 1 Laura Veneman 1:00 PM 10:50 AM 

Weston Weston Intermediate Sch 1 Jill Zafar 1:20 PM 11:10 AM 

New Canaan SAXE MS 1 Jeremy Maco 1:40 PM 11:30 AM 

 

 

 

Problem 2: Mech-Animal Sidekick ROOM 179 

City Membership Div Coach Long Spon 

Greenwich North Mianus School 1 Megan Collins 11:00 AM 8:15 AM 

Weston Weston Intermediate Sch 1 Megan Burns 11:20 AM 9:15 AM 

New Canaan SAXE MS 1 Susan Morse 11:40 AM 8:55 AM 

Trumbull Middlebrook Ele Sch  1 
Katrina 

Gehrmann 
1:00 PM 8:35 AM 

Fairfield Fairfield PTAC 1 Julie Seo 1:20 PM 9:35 AM 

 

  



 

Problem 3: Cooking with Books ROOM 186 

City Membership Div Coach Long Spon 

Fairfield Holland Hill Ele Sch (HH Cooks) 1 Pamela Pascarella 10:00 AM 11:10 AM 

West Hartford Charter Oak 1 Michele Hadlock 10:20 AM 9:30 AM 

Greenwich Hamilton Avenue Sch 1 Cathy Byrne 10:40 AM 11:30 AM 

Greenwich North Mianus School 1 Andrea Wragg 11:20 AM 10:10 AM 

Trumbull Middlebrook Ele Sch  1 Henry Lang 11:40 AM 9:50 AM 

Stamford Westover Magnet Ele Sch 1 
Nethrah 

Ayyaswami 
12:00 PM 10:30 AM 

Ridgefield Ridgefield Library 2 Abhilasha Kelkar 1:00 PM 12:10 PM 

Stamford Strawberry Hill Ext 2 Cecilia Hagelsieb 1:20 PM 11:50 AM 

New Canaan New Canaan HS 3 Krista Colthup 1:40 PM 11:50 AM 

 

 

 

Problem 4: Save Me Structure ROOM 197 

City Membership Div Coach Long Weigh-In Spon 

Fairfield Holland Hill Ele 

Sch (Pineapples) 

1 Angi Haen 11:10 AM 9:15am 10:15 AM 

Fairfield Fairfield PTAC 1 Elly Fatehi 11:30 AM 9:25am 10:35 AM 

Ridgefield Ridgefield Library 2 Therese Marbury 12:30 PM 9:35am 10:55 AM 

Fairfield Fairfield PTAC 2 Sonya Abdel-Razeq 12:50 PM 9:45am 11:15 AM 

Stamford Dataexpansed 2 Subha Pandalai 1:10 PM 9:55am 11:35 AM 

 

  



 

Problem 5: AstronOMical Odyssey! AUDITORIUM 

City Membership Div Coach Long Spon 

West Hartford Charter Oak 1 Michele Hadlock 11:00 AM 9:30 AM 

Greenwich North Mianus School 1 Monica Ware 11:20 AM 10:10 AM 

Redding Redding Ele Sch PTA 1 
Christina 

Parrinello 
11:40 AM 9:50 AM 

Weston Weston Middle Sch 2 
Cian 

O'Suilleabhain 
1:00 PM 10:50 AM 

New Canaan SAXE MS 2 Erika Kelly 1:20 PM 11:10 AM 

Fairfield Fairfield PTAC 2 
Jennifer Abbott-

Walker 
1:40 PM 11:30 AM 

 

 

 

Primary: It's a WONDERful World! ROOM 132 

City Membership Div Coach Long Spon 

Trumbull Middlebrook Ele Sch  1 
Katrina 

Gehrmann 
10:45 AM 9:30 AM 

Fairfield Holland Hill Ele Sch 1 Ali Alzabidi 11:08 AM 9:53 AM 

 

  



  



Long-Term Problem Synopses 

All Problems have an 8 minute time limit 

 
Problem 1: The OM-Mazing Race 
Ready, set, go! In this problem, teams will design, build, and operate an 
all-terrain vehicle that transports riders on a race for a prize. The 
performance will include a race to three original, team-created 
destinations, and each leg of the race will include an obstacle that the 
rider and vehicle must overcome. The performance will include a host 
that narrates the action, and it will conclude with the realization that the 
prize for finishing the race was not as exciting as the Odyssey they took 
along the way. 
 
 
Problem 2: Mech-Animal Sidekick 
The saying goes, "dog is man's best friend," but this year OMers get the 
chance to invent their own bestie! In this problem, teams will design, 
build, and operate an original robotic animal that has the ability to make 
people happy. In the performance, the Mech-Animal will perform 
various tricks that cheer people up. When it suddenly goes missing, the 
people search for it and find the Mech-Animal in a very unusual place. 
The performance will also include live music, a toy for the Mech-Animal, 
and a trainer character that explains the tricks. 
 
 
Problem 3: Classics… Cooking with Books 
Classic cooking takes on a new meaning as teams create a performance 
about an original chef character inspired by fictional literary characters 
and events. Teams will choose from selected classic literature and create 
a gourmet meal based on their chosen book. The performance will 
include a setting from the book that inspired the meal, a team-created 
cooking gadget, and a dinner party featuring the meal that includes a 
character from the book. 



 
Problem 4: Save Me Structure 
OMers to the rescue! In this problem, teams will create a performance 
about an unusual animal rescue character that needs to find homes for 
balsa wood and glue animals. Two animals will represent actual living 
animal species, and another will be team-created. The animal rescue 
character will test if a home is safe by balancing and holding as much 
weight as possible. The performance will also include one animal getting 
a check-up, a humorous veterinarian character, and the creative use of 
Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. 
 
 
Problem 5: AstronOMical Odyssey! 
OMers always shoot for the stars, and this problem is no different! Many 
civilizations have used stories, myths, and legends to explain the stars in 
the sky and their patterns. In this problem, teams will create a humorous 
performance set in a team-created "historical" civilization that presents 
constellations and original stories explaining each one. The performance 
will also include a humorous astronomer character with a "stellar" 
costume, a lighting effect, and a shooting star! 
 
 
Primary Problem: It’s A Wonderful World!  
Travel back in time as OMers explore the Wonders of the World. In this 
problem, teams will create a performance about the Seven Wonders and 
create an original wonder that celebrates an achievement in our modern 
time. A time traveler character will take an architect on a trip to the past 
to find inspiration for this new creation. The performance will include an 
ancient setting, original artwork depicting a Wonder, and a creative time 
machine. 
  
Spontaneous  
Creative opportunities often present themselves unexpectedly, so the 

ability to think on your feet is one of the most important skills a person 

can acquire.  Our Spontaneous problems offer a way to hone that 

skill.  At competition, every team solves a Spontaneous problem.  Teams 

are presented with a problem that is verbal, hands-on, or a combination 

of both.  On average, they have 10 minutes to read the problem and 

solve it. 



 



 

 



  



 


